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Social Studies Inquiry Centre

Grade Level: 6th grade Social Studies

Topic: Is ‘Orange Shirt Day’ enough when discussing residential schools, the mistreatment and abuse that occurred within, and their continued impact on Indigenous communities today?

Objective: (6.1.3) Analyze the importance of cross-cultural understanding 

Materials required:

· Computer and/or projector for introductory video

· Pencil and Paper

Procedure:

1. Initiate discussion with learners regarding their preexisting knowledge surrounding residential schools in Canada using questions such as “Where did residential schools come from and what was their purpose?” “What degree of mistreatment and abuse was directed towards Indigenous children at the schools and did it vary?”

2. Expand upon knowledge presented by learners. If learners were not aware of residential schools prior to this discussion, provide a brief background regarding the history of the institutions. (When did they begin, who ran them, what was their goal, what did students endure at these schools, etc.?) 

3. Show Phyllis Webstad ‘Orange Shirt Day’ video: https://www.youtube.com/watch v=E3vUqr01kAk 

4. Incorporate “Orange Shirt Day” into previously initiated discussion regarding residential schools.

5. Ask: “Orange Shirt Day is a nationally recognized commemorative event meant to recognize the abuse that occurred within residential schools and condemn the Canadian government for its hand in this abuse, but is it enough?”
6. Discuss how “Orange Shirt Day,” though a positive step forward, may encourage a lack of understanding among younger learners and downplay the atrocities that took place in the schools, allowing various institutions (school district, government, etc.) to absolve themselves of further action.

7. Encourage learners to reflect upon the discussion and brainstorm additional ways in which we could commemorate the horrors endured by Indigenous children at residential schools.

8. Leave learners with the question: “How does learning about residential schools help facilitate cross-cultural understanding between colonizers and Indigenous peoples?”
Extension Activities:

· Invite residential school survivors into class to facilitate a discussion with learners regarding their experience at residential schools.
· Invite children of survivors to class to facilitate discussion regarding continued impact(s) of residential schools on their family and community.
· Continue discussion in future classes regarding lasting impacts of residential schools and the misconceptions these impacts have caused when it comes to the Indigenous peoples of Canada.
Resources:

· Phyllis Webstad Orange Shirt Day Presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3vUqr01kAk
· National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation: http://www.trc.ca/
· The Canadian encyclopedia: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools
· Melanie Florence - Righting Canada’s Wrongs: Residential Schools - The Devastating Impact on Canada’s Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Findings and Calls for Action

